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I  should  not  presume  to  burden  the  readers  of  the  “  Miscellanea 
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with  the  ancestry  of  such  an  unimportant  person,  as  Isabel  de  Bocland 
undoubtedly  was,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  her  ancestry  illustrates 
and  clears  up  the  history  of  a  number  of  manors  situated  in  different 
parts  of  England  for  the  obscure  period  of  the  twelfth  century,  and 
because  1  have  found  that,  for  the  most  part,  the  history  of  these  manors 
has  not  heretofore  been  fully  dealt  with.  Accordingly  it  would  seem 
that  a  discussion  of  the  descent  of  the  manors  involved  must  be  of  a 
rather  general  interest  to  those  who  are  studying  the  history  of  the 
counties  where  they  are  situated. 

Before  commencing  this  study,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  explain 
briefly  who  Isabel  de  Bocland  was  and  to  give  such  items  of  her  biography 
as  I  have  been  able  to  glean  frt  m  the  records.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Alan  de  Bocland,  one  of  the  knights  of  William  Briwerre,  by  his  wife 
Alice,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Ralph  Meurdrac,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
Henry  II.  and  Richard  I.  She  was  born  probably  about  1203 — 1215, 
and  married,  prior  to  4  Jan.  1225-6,  Osbert  Giffard  of  Brimpslield  (Cf. 
Pat.  Roll,  10  Hen.  III.,  m.  fld).  'This  Osbert  was  the  son  of  Elias  Giffard 
of  Brimpslield  by  his  wife  Maud  de  Berkeley  (Cf.  “The  Genealogist,” 
n.  s.,  vol.  38,  and  the  “Complete  Peerage”  (Gibbs),  vol.  5,  p.  802).  By 
Osbert  Giffard,  who  died  shortly  before  17  Oct.  1237,  she  had  at  least  two 
sons  :  Osbert,  the  baron  of  the  wars  of  Earl  Simon,  born  between  1233 
and  1235  (Cf.  Cal.  Imp  Post  Mortem,  Henry  Ill.,  No.  112),  and  John 
Giffard  le  Boef  of  Twyford,  born  1230-37  (Cf.  “The  Genealogist,”  supra), 
who  was  the  founder  of  the  ancient  Buckinghamshire  house  of  Giffard  of 
Twyford.  Isabel,  the  mother  of’ these  two  persons,  died  shortly  prior  to 
8  July  1242,  when  her  mother  Alice  Murdac  was  made  guardian  to  her 
infant  grandchild  Osbert  Giffard  (Cal.  Close  Rolls,  1237 — 12,  p.  418). 

Isabel  de  Bochmd  and  -her  mother  were  the  heiresses  of  several 
families,  and  as  a  result  the  property  that  descended  to  her  infant  son 
Osbert  Giffard  was  a  considerable  one,  and  included  the  manors  of  Egg 
Buckland,  Compton  and  lloo  in  Devonshire,  Broughton  Poggs,  Black 
Burton,  Deddington,  IStanlac,  Derneford  and  Nether  Horton  in  Oxford¬ 
shire,  and  Tansor  and  Tenford  in  Northamptonshire.  The  three  Devon¬ 
shire  manors  were  the  inheritance  of  the  de  Boclands;  Broughton  and 
Burton  were  Murdrac  manors,  Deddington  was  a  de  Chesney  manor, 
Stanlac  and  Derneford  were  de  Grey  manors,  and  Nether  Horton  and 
Tenford  were  Basset  manors. 

In  dealing  with  the  ancestors  of  Isabel  de  Bocland  and  their  manors 
I  propose  to  take  up  each  family  separately  and  trace  the  descent  of  their 
estates  into  the  hands  of  Isabel  or  her  son. 


De  Bocland  (Manors  of  Egg  Buckland,  Compton  and  Hoo). 

In  the  Exeter  Domesday  Judliel  de  Totnes  was  holding  Egg  Buckland 
in  demesne,  while  in  Hoo,  Stephen  held  of  him  ;  and  subsequently  in 
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the  reign  of  King  Henry  II.  these  manors  formed  part  of  the  great  Honor 
of  Tollies. 

In  1098  William  de  Polleio  gave  notification  that  lie  had  siiven  to 

o  “ 

St.  Martin  of  Sees  a  third  part  of  the  crops  in  his  manor  of  Bochelanda, 
and  at  Calcantone,  Guiclielia,  Bottefort,  Cadeberia,  Boeleia,  Blacaleva 
Pedeleiga,  Stoch,  Sirigvilla  and  the  three  manors  of  Ralph,  son  of 
Goiscelin,  and  Sandfort  and  the  manor  of  Ascelin  and  the  other  lands 
held  by  him  of  the  said  William,  and  the  two  manors  of  Hubert  the 
Seneschal  and  land  at  Orfadesova.  Among  the  witnesses  to  this  charter 
was  Guy  de  Boeland  (Round's  Cal.  of  Doc.  in  France,  No.  fifil).  All  of 
these  lands  are,  of  course,  in  Devonshire. 

In  the  Liber  Niger  we  find  in  the  return  of  1 1 GG  for  the  Honor  of 
Totnes  that  Guy  de  Boeland  held  two  knights’  fees  of  that  honor,  and,  as 
we  shall  presently  see,  these  were  the  fees  of  Fgg  Buckland  with  Comp¬ 
ton  and  Hoo.  By  the  time  of  the  Testa  de  Nevill  these  manors  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Honor  of  Plimpton,  ami  they  were  held  by  the  heirs 
of  Isabel  Gi third  by  service  of  two  knights'  fees  of  the  Honor  of  Oak- 
hampton  (at  this  period  tin*  de  Reviers  had  united  the  honors  of  Plymp- 
ton  and  Oakhampton)  [Cf.  Liber  Niger,  125,  Testa,  182a,  and  V.C.H., 
vol.  i.,  p.  558). 

The  Pipe  Rolls  of  Henry  II.  contain  considerable  information  regard¬ 
ing  Guy  de  Boeland,  the  tenant  of  the  Honor  of  Totnes.  in  the 
22  Henry  II.  (1175-1170)  Guy  do  Boeland .  rendered  an  account  of 

80  marks  on  account  of  his  wife’s  inheritance  in  Bradewode,  and  this 
account  is  carried  on  each  year  thereafter.  In  2fi  Henry  II.  (1179-80) 
the  sheriff  returned  an  account  of  48s.  from  the  produce  of  the  lands  of 
Wido  de  Bochland  in  Raddon  and  Dene,  which  are  in  the  King’s  hand  by 
his  command.  In  80  Henry  11.  Guy  de  Boeland  owed  tfi  18s.  for  his 
wife’s  inheritance,  but  it  was  to  he  paid  by  Ralph  de  Hanton.  In 

81  Henry  II.  the  sheriff  rendered  an  account  of  21s.  for  the  lands  in 
Raddon  and  Dene  that  wore  Guy  de  R>cland’s.  In  1  Richard  1.  (1189-90) 
Ralph  de  Hanton  rendered  an  account  on  the  debt  of  Guy  de  Boeland 
with  reference  to  the  Bradewode  lands,  it  would  appear,  therefore,  that 
this  Guy  de  Boeland  was  the  grandson  or  great-grandson  of  the  Guy  de 
Boeland,  who  witnessed  the  charter  of  1098  to  the  monks  of  St.  Martin 
at  Sees,  and  that  he  married  the  heiress  of  Bradewode,  who  was  probably 
a  descendant  of  Nigel,  the  tenant  of  Judhel  de  Totnes  in  1080  at  Raddon 
and  Bradewode,  and  that  this  later  Guy  died  about  the  beginning  of 
Richard  I.’s  reign. 

In  the  Curia  Regis  Roll  for  Michaelmas,  2  John  (1200),  Alan  de 
Boeland  sued  the  Prior  of  Plynipton  for  three  and  a  half  44  ferliugates  ” 
of  land  in  Boeland  and  half  a  “  ferlingate  ”  of  land  in  Hoo  as  his  right, 
and  the  prior  answered  that  the  said  Guy,  father  of  Alan,  gave  the  land 
to  the  church  and  by  his  charter  confirmed  it,  and  he  produced  the  said 
charter.  Alan  replied  that  if  his  father  had  given  it  he  did  so  in  his 
infirmity  and  when  he  was  at  the  point  of  death.  The  case  was  to  be 
heard  before  the  King  at  the  morrow  of  St.  Hilary,  when  he  should  be  in 
England. 

This  case  was  settled  by  a  fine  made  on  the  octave  of  St.  John,  8  John 
(1  July  1201),  between  Alan  de  Boeland,  querent,  and  Juel,  Prior  of 
Plimpton,  deforciant,  for  lands  in  Boeland  and  Hoo  (Devon  Fines, 
No.  45),  and  in  the  Assize  Roll  22  Henry  III.  Isabel  Giffard  sued  the 
Prior  of  Plimpton  to  compel  him  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  fine  that 
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was  levied  in  John’s  reign  by  Alan  de  Bocland,  father  of  Isabel,  whose 
heir  she  was,  and  the  said  Prior  regarding  the  lands  in  Bokeland  (Of.  also 
Devon  Pines,  No.  271).  On  the  morrow  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
12  Henry  III.  (25  June  1228),  Alan  Fitz  Robert  as  querent  levied  a  line 
with  Osbert  Giffard  and  Isabel  his  wife,  as  tenants  for  a  knight’s  fee  in 
Hauecnolle  (Hauicknowle  in  St.  Budeaux),  whereby  Alan  remitted  and 
quitclaimed  to  Osbert  and  Isabel  and  her  heirs  all  his  rights  in  the  fee 
and  Isabel  paid  him  P10  (Devon  Pines,  No.  101). 

The  career  of  Alan  de  Bocland  can  be  followed  in  the  Patent  and 
Close  Rolls  of  King  John.  One  of  the  knights  of  William  Briwerre,  the 
great  Devon  landholder  and  favourite  of  the  King,  he  was  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  foundation  of  Tor  Abbey  by  William,  appears  frequently 
as  employed  upon  the  royal  business  and  adhered  to  the  King  throughout 
his  stormy  reign.  He  profited  by  his  favour  to  acquire  a  part  of  his  wife’s 
inheritance  that  had  been  bestowed  in  the  previous  reign  upon  her  con¬ 
nection  by  marriage,  Guy  de  Dive  (Of.  Close  Rolls,  18  John,  m.  5).  He 
was  alive  on  17  Aug.  1216,  but  by  20  March  1217  he  was  dead,  as  on 
that  day  the  King  granted  to  William  Briwerre,  during  his  pleasure,  all 
the  land  that  Matilda  de  Chandos  had  held,  and  also  the  lands  of  Henry 
de  Columbariis  in  Wollaveton  (Woolavington),  which  Alan  de  Bocland 
had  held  of  the  same  fee  (Close  Rolls,  vol.  i.,  p.  801).  On  15  April  1217 
(1  Henry  HI.)  an  order  was  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of  Oxford  forbidding 
a  plea  between  Alexander  de  Mildecumbe  and  Robert  de  Cauz,  plaintiffs, 
and  Alice,  “  who  was  the  wife  of  Alan  de  Bocland,”  concerning  three 
virgates  in  Dadington,  of  which  Alan  was  seized  by  virtue  of  an  order  of 
the  late  king,  and  lie  was  ordered  to  give  Alice  the  full  possession  that 
her  husband  had  enjoyed  before  the  said  plea  arose  (Close  Rolls,  p.  806). 

The  Inq.  Post  Mortem  of  Osbert  Giifard  and  Alice  Murdac,  taken 
81  Henry  III.  (Cal.  Inq.  Post  Mortem,  Hen.  III.,  No.  112),  shews  that  in 
Devon  Osbert  Giffard  and  Isabel  his  wife  held  Hekebokel  (Egg  Buck- 
land),  Compton  (Compton  Giffard),  Hanknolle  (Honicknowle),  and  lloo. 
Concerning  Hanknolle  I  shall  have  something  to  say  a  little  later.  All 
of  these  manors  passed  to  Osbert,  the  son  of  Osbert  and  Isabel  Giffard, 
and  the  grandson  of  Alice  Murdac,  and  he  appears  to  have  enfeoffed 
either  his  brother  John  Giifard  le  Boef  of  Twyford  or  his  own  son  John, 
for  in  the  Peudal  Aid  of  1284  John  Giffard  was  holding  fractional  parts 
of  Hekebocland  and  Compton  by  service  of  1^  knight’s  fees  of  John  de 
Mohun,  who  in  turn  held  of  the  Countess  of  Albermarle,  the  tenant  in 
capite.  In  1808  John  Giffard  held  it  knight’s  fee  in  Compton  and  Egg 
Buckland  and  [  of  a  fee  in  lloo.  In  the  Aid  of  1846  Roger  de  Whitleigh 
held  three  parts  of  it  fee  in  Compton  and  Egg  Buckland,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  of  the  Honor  of  Plimpton  that  John  Giifard  had  formerly  held. 
In  1827  Edward,  son  of  John  Giifard,  who  was  the  son  of  Osbert  Giifard  II., 
sued  Joan,  who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Bendyu,  for  the  manors  of 
Compton  Giffard  and  Egg  Buckland  (De  Banco,  275,  Mich.,  2  Edward  111., 
m.  880). 

Osbert  Giffard  II.  may  have  had  a  younger  son  named  Ralph,  lor,  in 
the  Peudal  Aid  of  1281,  Ralph  Giffard  held  Westlioe  (lloo)  oi  Mohun. 
In  a  De  Banco  suit  of  27  Edw.  111.  Robert  do  Memelond  and  his  wile 
Isabel  sued  Thomas  de  Fishacre  and  his  wife  Mehora  for  a  moiety  ol  a 
messuage  and  one  carucate  in  West  ho  by  Plymouth,  which  Osbert 
Giffard  gave  Ralph  in  fee  tail  and  “  which  ought  to  descend  to  Isabel  as 
Ralph’s  daughter  and  heir.”  (De  Banco,  No.  872,  Hilary,  27  Edw.  ill.) 
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The  manor  of  Honicknowle,  wliicli  appears  among*  the  manors  held  by 
Osbert  and  Isabel  Giffard,  was  held  in  the  Domesday  by  Rainold,  a  tenant 
of  the  Count  of  Mortain.  In  the  Testa  it  was  held  by  Isabel  Gilfard  of 
the  Honor  of  Mortain,  while  in  1284  Robert  Giffard  held  a  knight’s  fee 
there,  and  John  Giffard  was  holding  it  in  1303. 

It  seems  clear  that  Guy  de  Bocland,  who  witnessed  the  charter  of 
St.  Martin  at  Sees  in  1093,  was  the  ancestor  of  Guy  de  Bocland  who  held 
Compton  and  Egg*  Backhand  of  the  Honor  of  Totnes  in  1160.  From  him 
these  manors  descended,  with  Hoo  or  Westhoe,  through  his  son  Alan  de 
Bocland  to  Isabel  Giffard,  and  then  to  her  son  Osbert.  The  latter  appears 
to  have  enfeoffed  his  brother  or  his  son  John  with  Egg  Buckland  and 
Compton  Giffard,  and  to  have  bestowed  Westhoe  upon  another  son  Ralph, 
and  Honicknowle  upon  a  son  Robert.  It  would  seem  likely  that  Joan, 
the  wife  of  Robert  Bendyn,  was  the  daughter  of  the  John  Giffard  who 
was  holding  Compton  and  Egg  Buckland  in  1281. 

As  to  Honicknowle  it  appears  with  Egg  Buckland  and  Compton  as 
part  of  the  inheritance  of  Isabel  in  the  Inq.  Post  Mortem  of  her  husband 
in  31  lien.  III.,  and  hence  was  probably  part  of  her  inheritance,  but 
1  have  not  yet  learned  how  it  came  to  the  de  Bocl'and  family. 

In  closing  this  account  of  that  family  I  must  call  attention  to  another 
Alan  de  Bocland,  a  contemporary  of  our  man,  who  was  a  tenant  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  Kent  in  1212,  when  he  held  20  parts  of 
a  fee  in  Great  Buckland  in  that  county,  where  his  descendants  appear  as 
late  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  (Of.  Hasted* s  u  Kent,”  vol.  iv.,  p.  303.) 


Meurdrac  (Broughton,  Black  Burton  and  Filkins). 

The  Meurdrac  or  Murdac  family  has  a  particular  interest  because  its 
founder,  the  Domesday  tenant  Robert  Fitz  Meurdrac,  appears  to  have  been 
also  the  progenitor  of  an  ancient  line  of  Norman  noblesse,  whose  records 
are  preserved  in  the  Manuscript  Collections  at  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale 
in  Paris  down  to  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the  family  is  probably 
extant  to-day  in  Normandy. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  Meurdrac,  who  was  a  landowner  in 
Yorkshire  in  the  time  of  the  Confessor,  and  a  Meurdrac  appears  as  an 
under-tenant  in  Sussex,  but  whether  these  persons  were  in  anyway  con¬ 
nected  with  Robert  Fitz  Meurdrac  I  cannot  say,  although  the  English 
family  appears  to  have  had  a  connection  with  Yorkshire. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cradle  of  the  race  was  La  Meurdraquiere, 
a  commune  of  the  canton  of  Brelial  in  the  arrondisseuient  of  Coutances, 
and  that  Robert  Fitz  Meurdrac  came  from  this  little  village  to  the 
Conquest  of  England. 

He  first  appears  in  the  confirmation  of  William  to  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Evroul-en-Ouclie  in  1081,  whereby  William  granted  to  the  Abbey  the 
lands  in  Rawed  in  Gloucestershire  and  the  Church  of  Nettleham  in 
Lincolnshire.  This  charter  was  signed  by  King  William,  Robert  and 
William,  the  King’s  sons,  Roger  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  Hugh  Earl  of 
Chester,  Ralph  de  Conches,  William  de  Breteuil,  Hugo  de  Gratmesnil, 
Robert  de  Rhyddlan,  Robert  Fitz  Murdac,  Gouffier  de  Villerai,  William 
de  Moulins-la-Marclie,  Richard  de  PAigle,  Eudo  Dapifer,  and  Guarin, 
Sheriff  of  Shrewsbury.  (Regesta  Rerum  Anglo-Normanorum.  Davis.) 

In  the  Domesday  Robert  Fitz  Murdrac  held  Broughton  in  Oxfordshire  as 
a  tenant  in  chief,  and  we  know  that  at  a  later  time  the  manor  was 
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held  in  Grand  Sergeanty  by  the  duty  of  bearing  and  mewing  one  of  the 
King’s  falcons. 

This  Robert  Fitz  Murdrac  is  probably  identical  with  the  Robeit  Mur- 
dak  who  witnessed  the  grant  by  Henry  I.  of  the  lands  of  Roger  de 
Wygrecestra  (Roger,  son  of  Urse  d’Abetot)  to  Walter  de  Beauchamp, 
made  at  Westbourne  by  Burnam  in  1114  (Farrer’s  Itinerary  of  Henry  I.). 

In  the  Ripe  Roll  of  31  Henry  I.  Ralph  Murdrac  appears  as  holding  in 
Oxfordshire,  and  in  the  same  roll  Adam  Murdrac  owed  upon  his  uncle 
Ralph’s  land  in  Yorkshire.  This  Ralph  must  be  identical  with  “a 
certain  knight  named  Ralph,”  who  gave  to  the  Abbot  Faritio  of 
Abingdon  (1100 — 1135)  the  tithes  of  his  vill  of  Broughton  ( Cf.  u  Abingdon 
Chronicle”). 

Before  proceeding  with  the  English  line,  it  seems  Avell  to  consider  at 
this  point  the  collections  at  Paris  regarding  the  Norman  branch  family. 
The  charters  of  the  family  of  Meurdrae,  Seigneurs  of  the  fiefs  of  Trolly 
and  Contrieres  extend  as  far  back  as  1300,  and  it  was  claimed  by  them 
that  they  would  have  been  able  to  prove  their  descent  from  Robert  Fitz 
Meurdrae  if  their  charters  had  not  been  destroyed  in  1437  during  the 
English  war.  Henry  of  England  at  this  time  gave  to  Henry  and  Colin  de 
Meudrac  the  fiefs  of  Amiguy,  Cerqueu,  Boesse  and  Contrieres,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  said  Henry  and  Colin  produced  evidences  of  their  descent 
from  Robert  Fitz  Meurdrae  in  1081,  who  is  called  Sieur  de  Treilly.  To 
him  is  said  to  have  succeeded  Jean  de  Meudrac,  a  companion  of  Robert 
of  Normandy  on  the  first  crusade.  It  is  also  claimed  that  a  Roger  de 
Meurdrae  and  a  Geoffrey  de  Meurdrae  appear  among  the  Norman  knights 
in  the  Conquest  of  Sicily,  in  the  time  of  Philip  Augustus  a  Geoffrey 
Meurdrae  was  Sieur  de  Trelly,  as  appears,  by  his  register  of  fief  s  (Bib. 
Nat.  Dossier  Bleu,  447).  In  1358  the  noble,  Jean  Meudrac,  chevalier  and 
seigneur  de  St.  Marguerite -sur-Mer,  appointed  to  the  living  of  Grenville 
in  the  diocese  of  the  Bishop  of  Coutances  (Nouveau  d’Hozier,  237),  and 
this  Jean  Meurdrae  appears  to  have  been  the  father  or  grandfather  of 
Colin  Meurdrae  Ecuyer,  who  acquired  Cuerves  in  Grenville  in  1302 
(Cherin,  130)  and  founded  the  Cuerves  branch  of  the  family. 

In  the  “  Dietionnaire  de  la  Noblesse”  (Paris,  1800)  we  are  told  that 
Robert  Fitz  Meurdrae  was  succeeded  by  a  Roger  Meurdrae  living  in  11  13, 
who  had  two  sons  Robert  and  Henry,  the  Archbishop  of  York  in  1140, 
and  that  Robert  was  seigneur  of  Amblie,  and  that  his  son  Roger  was 
named  in  the  Registers  of  the  Patronages  of  Normandy  in  1212,  and 
that  the  latter’s  son  was  Geoffrey,  Seigneur  d’Amblie  and  Treilly,  who 
held  a  knight’s  fief  in  Treilly  in  the  feodary  made  by  Philip  Augustus  in 
1218. 

Among  the  charters  in  Round’s  “  Cal.  of  Documents  Preserved  in 
France”  is  one  whereby  Robert  Murdac,  chevalier,  son  of  Roger  Mur¬ 
drac,  ratified  a  gift  made  by  his  grandfathers  Hugh  de  St.  Denis  and 
Robert  Murdrac  and  his  father  Roger  Murdrac,  and  the  predecessors  ot 
his  wife  Hawis,  namely,  her  grandfather  Philip  de  St.  Peter,  her  brother 
Henry,  and  her  father  Alan  de  St.  Peter,  to  the  monastery  of  La  Luzene 
of  the  moiety  of  the  mill  at  La  Meurdraquiere,  which  Robert  had  given 
them  when  he  became  a  monk.  This  charter  is  dated  1 11)4. 

It  would  seem  accordingly  that  Robert  Fitz  Meurdrae,  the  tenant  ot 
Broughton  in  1080,  was  also  seigneur  of  La  Meurdraquiere  and  possibl\ 
of  Trelly,  and  that  he  divided  his  property  among  his  children,  giving 
Broughton  to  Ralph  Meurdrae  and  La  Meurdraquiere  to  Robert,  whose 
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grandson  Robert  confirmed  the  gift  to  the  monks  of*  La  Luzene  in 
Ayr  an  dies. 

Adam  Meurdrac,  nephew  of  Ralph,  who  appears  in  the  Pipe  Roll  for 
1130,  and  who  was  present  at  the  founding  of  Alnwick  in  Northumberland 
in  1147,  may  have  been  the  son  of  Stephen  Meurdrac  who  witnessed  the 
foundation  of  Kirkham  Priory  in  Yorkshire  in  1121,  and  brother  of  Hugh 
Meurdrac  who  appears  at  the  foundation  of  Alvington  Priory  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  (Stephen  or  early  Henry  II.).  It  should  also  be  noticed  that 
among  the  witnesses  to  the  foundation  of  Kirkham  Priory  were  William 
and  Gilbert  de  Treilly.  (Monast.  Ang.)  At  all  events  I  think  we  may 
say  that  Robert  Fitz  Murdrac  had  at  least  two  sons,  Robert,  who  succeeded 
him  in  Normandy,  and  Ralph,  who  succeeded  him  at  Broughton. 

Ralph  Murdrac  was  succeeded  by  another  Ralph,  who  witnessed  a 
charter  of  Geoffrey  Torkarel  to  Lenton  Priory.  As  this  charter  was  also 
witnessed  by  Ralph  de  Cliesney,  who  died  before  1154,  this  charter  must 
have  been  made  prior  to  that  date.  (Cf.  Cart.  Eynsham,  Appendix,  vol.  i.; 
Mr.  Salter’s  account  of  the  Cliesney  Family  ;  “  History  of  the  Parish  and 
Priory  of  Lenton,”  by  J.  I.  Godfrey.)  Ralph  Murdac  also  gave  lands  in 
Meering  that  had  belonged  to  Roger  de  Cliesney  to  Lenton,  and  this 
charter  was  witnessed  by  Alexander  de  Cliesney,  who  died  after  1147 
(History  of  Lenton,  supra).  In  the  Carta  of  Payn  de  Montdablel  (11 GG) 
Ralph  Murdrac  is  returned  as  holding  one  knight’s  fee.  This  fee  was 
undoubtedly  the  manor  of  Black  Burton  in  Oxfordshire,  for  Payn  belonged 
to  the  Chaworth  family,  and  in  the  Testa  de  Nevill  Eva  de  Grey  and 
Beatrice  Murdrac,  the  wife  and  daughter  respectively  of  Ralph  Murdrac, 
the  Judge,  held  Burton  of  Patrick  de  Chaworth.  It  was  this  Ralph  who 
appears  in  the  Northampton  Feodary  (Round’s  “ Feudal  England”)  holding 
four  hides  in  Merston  (Merston  St.  Lawrence),  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester, 
which  William  de  Cliesney  had  held,  and  they  appear  to  be  the  four  bides 
that  Robert  de  Rothelent  held  of  the  Earl  of  Chester  in  108(3.  He,  and 
not  the  Judge,  may  be  the  Ralph  Murdrac  who  witnessed  the  charter  of 
Roger  d’Oilly,  granting  to  Eynsham  lands  in  Eston,  that  Mr.  Salter  dates 
between  1100  and  1180. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  most  distinguished  member  of  the  family, 
namely,  Ralph  Murdrac,  the  Judge,  of  Henry  IT.,  concerning  whom  we 
get  a  great  amount  of  information  from  the  Eynsham  Cartulary.  He 
appears  as  a  justice  itinerant  in  30  Henry  II.  (Cf.  Foss,  “Lives  of  the 
Judges,”  vol.  i.,  p.  404),  and  was  Sheriff  of  Notts  and  Derby  from 
27  Henry  II.  to  1  Richard  1.  During  King  Richard’s  absence  he  joined 
John,  and  was  captured  at  Nottingham  Castle  with  bis  brothers  Philip 
and  Ralph  de  Wigornia  (Worcester).  His  manors  were  seized  by  the 
Crown  and  he  was  compelled  to  pay  a  heavy  line  to  recover  favour 
(Cf.  Pipe  Roll,  Roger  de  Hovenden,  vol.  iii.,  p.  240,  and  Rot.  Cancellarii, 
3  John,  p.  271).  He  was  dead  by  1  John  (1109-1200),  when  that  prince 
granted  the  custody  of  his  lands  and  the  marriage  of  his  daughters  to 
William  Briwerre.  (Rot.  Claue.,  486.) 

A  charter  of  his  confirms  to  Eynsham  the  lands  in  Fi  I  kins  which  his 
grandfather  (“avus meus”)  Ralph  Murdac  gave  them  (Eynsham  Cartulary, 
No.  91).  The  Eynsham  Cartulary  shews  that  he  also  possessed  the 
manors  of  Deddington  (formerly  a  manor  of  his  uncle  William  de  Cliesney), 
Broughton  and  Burton,  and  that  he  had  married,  about  1190 — 1192,  Eva 
de  Gr  *y,  who  brought  with  her  the  manors  of  Stanlak  and  Rotherfield 
(Cf.  Eynsham  Cart.,  Nos.  89,  90,  94).  IIovv  the  Meurdracs  acquired  the 
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manors  of  Burton  and  Filkins  I  have  not  yet  ascertained.  But  of  liis 
other  manors  Broughton  was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  Murdrac  manor, 
Deddington  was  a  de  Chesney  manor,  and  Rotherfield  and  Stanlae  were 
de  Grey  manors.  The  question  as  to  whether  liis  father  or  grandfather 
married  a  de  Chesney  may  properly  be  left  for  discussion  under  that 
family  heading.  We  may,  however,  note  here  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
Testa  de  Nevill,  his  daughter  Beatrice  was  holding  Broughton,  while 
Stanlae  descended  to  his  daughter  Alice,  the  wife  of  Alan  de  Bocland, 
who  had  remarried  Ralph  Hareng  by  Easter,  2d  Henry  III.  (Curia  Regis 
Roll,  123,  m.  7d). 

The  ltotuli  de  Doininabus  of  1185  shews  that  the  Alice,  sister  of 
Ralph  Meurdrac  the  Judge,  had  married  John  de  Eincourt,  the  Lincoln 
shire  Baron,  as  at  that  date  their  son  Oliver  de  Eincourt,  aged  about 
23  years,  was  in  ward  to  his  uncle  Ralph  Meurdrac. 

From  the  above  I  would  suggest  the  pedigree  on  the  next  page  as 
giving  pretty  nearly  the  correct  descent  of  the  Meurdracs. 


De  Chesney  (Dedington). 

The  history  of  this  family  has  been  so  fully  and  carefully  dealt  with 
by  Mr.  Salter  in  his  appendix  to  the  Eynsham  Cartulary  that  it  would  be 
idle  for  me  to  enter  here  upon  a  long  discussion  of  their  descent  or 
property;  but,  as  I  am  in  possession  of  a  number  of  suits  that  arose  in 
the  thirteenth  century  between  the  heirs  of  Ralph  Meurdrac  and  those  of 
Guy  de  Dive  for  Deddington,  it  seems  well  to  discuss  biieily  the  informa¬ 
tion  contained  therein.  Another  point  of  interest  is  whether  Ralph  de 
Meurdrac,  the  Judge,  was  nephew  or  great-nephew  of  William  de  Chesney  ; 
in  other  words,  did  his  father  or  grandfather  marry  the  sister  of  William 
de  Chesney? 

The  researches  of  Monsieur  Etienne  Dupont  in  his  admirable  work 
entitled  “  Etudes  Anglo-Normands  (Recherches  historiques  et  topogra- 
phiques  sur  les  coinpagnons  de  Guillaume  le  Conquerant)  ”  shews  that 
this  name  originated  in  the  little  village  of  Quesney  near  Trelly,  in  tin* 
Canton  of  Monmartin,  in  the  arrondissement  of  Coutances.  This  makis 
it  somewhat  difficult  to  explain  the  statement  of  Giraldus  Cambrensis 
that  Robert  de  Chesney,  Bishop  of  Lincoln  (the  son  of  Roger  and  Alice 
(Langtot)  de  Chesney),  was  “  natione  (piidem  Anglicus,  sed  cognatione 
Norma nnus,”  and  this  is  especially  true  since  none  of  the  Christian  names 
of  the  family  are  English. 

The  Oxfordshire  family  had  clearly  a  close  c  mnection  with  the 
de  Chesneys  of  Sussex.  Between  1088-1091  William  Rufus  continued  to 
Lewes  Priory  the  grant  made  to  it  by  William  de  Warenne,  and  this 
confirmation  was  witnessed  by  King  William,  Gundolf  the  Bishop  (of 
Rochester),  William  Bishop  of  Thetford,  Earl  Roger,  Count  Robert, 
Walter  Gift’ ai  d,  Henry  de  Ferrers,  Henry  de  Beaumont,  Count  Alan,  Hugh 
Earl  of  Chester,  Roger  de  Busliaco,  Bernard  de  Neufmarche,  Walter 
de  Anicurte,  Richard,  .Ralph  de  Chesney,  Richard,  Hugh  Fitz  Gerald, 
Geoffrey  de  Petrapont  and  Hugh  de  Wanciaco.  Monsieur  Delisle  in  liis  list 
of  the  companions  of  the  Conqueror  gives  a  certain  Ralph  de  Chesney. 
Further,  we  note  that  in  the  Domesday  four  “  fraucigeme,”  Ernaldus, 
Rollandus,  Radulfus  and  Robertas,  held  Graff  ham  in  Sussex  of  Earl 
Roger,  and  in  the  article  upon  the  Sussex  Domesday  in  the  Victoria 
County  History  of  Sussex  it  is  stated  that  the  Ralph  is  no  other  than 
Ralph  de  Chesney. 
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The  book  of  benefactors  of  Lewes  shews  that  the  Priory  was  given 
a  tent'll  of  the  tithes  of  Grafham  of  the  fee  of  Roger  de  Caisneto  by  gil  t 
of  the  said  Roger,  and,  of  the  fee  of  William  de  Warrenne  and  in  part  of 
the  fee  of  John  de  Cliesney,  they  received  one-tenth  of  Ralph  de  Chesney's 
tithes  in  Sadelefoumba  and  Bristelnestnna.  The  Charters  of  the 
Abbey  of  Cluni,  the  mother  institution  of  Lewes,  contains  a  con¬ 
tinuation  by  King  Stephen  of  the  gift  of  the  tithes  of  Roger  de  Cliesney 
in  Grafham,  and  of  the  church  of  Meslirs  (Mellers)  with  three  shillings 
per  annum  from  Hugh  de  Cliesney,  and  a  tenth  of  the  tithes  of  Glottinges 
(Glatiug)  given  by  Ralph  de  Cliesney.  (Charters  of  'Cluni,  Ed.  Duckett, 
vol.  i.,  p.  70.) 

Turning  to  the  Eynsham  Cartulary  we  find  a  confirmation  by  William 
Count  of  Arundel  of  the  gift  made  to  Eynsham  of  land  at  Gralfam  and 
Mellers  by  Ralph  de  Cliesney  (Eyns,  Cart.,  No.  80),  and  finally  the  Imp 
Post  Mortem  of  John  de  Dive,  son  of  William  de  Dive,  the  great-grandson 
of  Hugh  de  Cliesney,  son  of  Roger  and  Alice,  mentions  his  manor  of 
Wunewerthe  in  Grafham  held  of  the  Lord  of  Arundel.  (Cal.  Imp  P.M., 

p.  202.) 

L  would  suggest  that  Ralph  de  Cliesney  came  as  a  mature  man  to  the 
Conquest,  that  he  received  lands  in  Grafham  and  is  the  Ralph  of  the 
Domesday;  that  his  daughter  married  an  Englishman  and  was  the  mother 
of  Roger  de  Cliesney,  who  married  Alice  de  Langtot.  This  Roger  de 
Cliesney  attested  two  charters,  one  before  May  1100  and  another 
before  September  1107  (Cf.  Eynsham  Cartulary,  vol.  i.,  p.  Ill,  and 
Abingdon  Cartulary,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  08  and  71).  His  own  gift  to  Eynsham 
of  the  tithes  of  Milton  near  Theme  was  confirmed  in  the  great  conlirnia- 
tion  of  Henry  I.  to  Eynsham  of  the  25  Dec.  1109.  His  wife  was  A  lire 
de  Langtot,  who,  between  1112  and  1118,  granted  to  Eynsham  0  virgates 
in  Somerton  (Eynsham  Cartulary,  No.  121).  She  appears  to  have  been 
the  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Langtot,  who  held  Compton  in  Beds  in  the 
Domesday  under  Walter  Gitfard,  and  in  1  180 — 1190  Matilda  de  Cliesney, 
apparently  the  granddaughter  of  Alice,  was  holding  it  (Newington 
Longueville  Charters,  No.  75).  Ralph  or  Raoul  de  Langtot,  the  Domesday 
tenant  of  Walter  Giffard,  came  evidently  from  Lanquetot,  a,  small  hamlet 
in  the  canton  of  Bolbec,  arrondissement  of  la  Havre,  and  was  evidently 
an  under-tenant  of  the  Giffards  in  Normandy,  whose  original  lordship 
was  that  of  Bolbec. 

Mr.  Salter  has  shewn  that  Roger  de  Cliesney  and  his  wife  Alice  de 
Langtot  had  issue  Hugh,  William,  Robert,  Ralph,  Roger,  Unwise, 
Beatrice  and  Isabel,  and  suggests  that  Roger  may  have  been  dead  before 
25  Dec.  1109;  if  this  is  so,  Beatrice,  who  was  undoubtedly  the  daughter 
who  married  Ralph  Meurdrac,  must  have  been  born  before  that  date,  and 
in  that  case  she  could  hardly  have  been  the  mother  of  Ralph  Murdrac 
the  Judge,  who  must  have  married  Eva  de  Grey  shortly  before  1192 
(Cf.  Eynsham  Cartulary,  No.  90),  although  it  is  evident  that  he  was 
considerably  older  than  Eva  (he  died  before  1198  and  she  about  12  12). 
If  Roger  de  Cliesney  did  die  before  1  1 09,  she  must  have  married  Ra  i,.], 
Meurdrac,  the  grandfather  of  the  Judge,  who  appears  in  the  Pipe  Roll  ot 
1 1  JO  ;  if,  however,  she  was  born  later  than  1 109,  she  may  very  well  be 
the  mother  of  the  Judge,  who  must  have  been  born  about  1  MO. 

Eynsham  Charter,  No.  89,  was  a  grant  made  by  Ralph  Murdae  to  the 
Abbey  of  Westmill  in  Deddington  for  the  soul  of  his  uncle,  William  de 
Cliesney,  the  soldier  of  Stephen’s  wars,  and  those  of  his  father  and 
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mother.  Among  the  witnesses  were  Reinerius,  the  Chaplain  of  Dedding¬ 
ton,  Walter  de  Abetot,  Ralph  de  Worcester,  Alexander  de  Chesney  and 
his  brother  Ralph.  This  charter  appears  to  be  that  of  Ralph  the  Judge, 
for,  as  I  shall  later  shew,  Henry  II.  granted  Deddington  to  him,  and  we 
further  know  that  he  had  a  brother  or  half-brother  Ralph  de  Worcester. 
This  charter  must  have  been  granted  shortly  after  the  death  of  William 
de  Chesney,  which  happened  between  1105  and  1170,  and  Mr.  Salter  dates 
it  between  lido  and  1180.  I  myself  should  say  that  it  was  probably 
somewhere  between  1170  and  1175,  and  it  may  be  that  William  de 
Chesney  was  his  great-uncle  rather  than  his  uncle. 

In  the  succeeding  century  there  was  a  succession  of  lawsuits  between 
the  heirs  of  Ralph  Murdac  and  those  of  Guy  de  Dive  for  Deddington. 
As  Mr.  Salter  points  out,  King  Richard  deprived  Ralph  Murdrac  of  his 
lauds  for  having  adhered  in  his  absence  to  Earl  John,  and  they  were 
bestowed  upon  his  cousin  by  marriage,  Guy  de  Dive.  The  lawsuits  in 
question  shew  that,  prior  to  this,  King  Henry  II.  had  given  the  Chesney 
manor  of  Deddington  to  his  judge  Ralph  Meurdrac. 

In  a  suit  in  the  Curia  Regis,  Easter,  2d  Henry  III.,  of  William  de 
Dive  against  Ralph  Hareng  and  Alice  his  wife,  for  one-third  part  of  two 
knights’  fees  in  Deddington  and  for  certain  other  lands  there,  he  set 
forth  that  William  de  Chesney,  their  ancestor,  had  been  seized  in  the 
time  of  King  Henry,  the- grandfather  of  the  then  King,  and  that  “  from 
the  said  William  the  lands  in  question  descended  to  his  brother  Hugh 
and  uncle  of  the  said  Roger  (sic),  and  from  the  said  Hugh  to  a  certain 
Ralph,  as  his  son  and  heir,  and  from  the  same  Ralph  to  a  certain  Lucy, 
as  daughter  and  heir,  and  from  her  to  the  plaintiff,  William  de  Dive, 
her  son  and  heir.” 

In  their  reply  Ralph  and  Alice  state  “  that  King  Henry,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  the  King  that  now  is.  gave  the  whole  manor  of  Deddington  to 
Ralph  Murdac,  father  of  Alice,  by  his  charter  for  service  of  two  knights, 
and  that  the  lord  King  is  in  seisin  of  their  homage  and  service,  whereof 
they  cannot  answer  without  the  lord  King.” 

In  the  replication  William  de  Dive  stated  that,  prior  to  making  this 
gift  to  Ralph  Murdac,  King  Henry  II.  gave  Deddington  by  charter  to 
William  de  Chesney,  that  from  him  it  descended  to  Ralph,  son  of  Hugh, 
brother  of  William,  and  from  him  it  descended  to  his  daughter  Lucy, 
who  was  married  to  Guy  de  Dive,  father  of  the  plaintiff,  and  by  process 
taken  he  demised  it  to  Ralph  Murdac,  father  of  Alice,  and  further  that 
Ralph  had  not  ingress  to  the  manor  from  King  Henry,  but  only  by  the 
said  Guy.  A  day  was  given  for  his  said  suit  against  the  said  Ralph  and 
Alice,  and  against  Eva  de  Grey.  (Curia  Regis  Roll,  1 2d,  Easter.  2b 
H  eiiry  III.,  m.  7d.) 

In  another  suit  Beatrice  Murdac,  Ralph  Hareng,  and  Alice  his  wile 
claimed  against  William  de  Dive,  and  stated  that  King  Henry  11  gave 
Deddington  to  Ralph  Murdac,  father  of  Beatrice,  and  Alice.  In  his  reply 
William  stated  that  King  Henry  II.  had  given  the  whole  of  Deddington 
to  his  ancestor,  William  de  Chesney,  by  his  charter  made  at  Barbetlete  in 
the  crossing  over  of  the  King. 

In  the  replication  Beatrice  and  the  others  state  that  William  de 
Chesney  was  so  enfeoffed,  but  afterwards  he  went  to  the  King’s  court  and 
demised  and  quitclaimed  the  said  lands  to  the  King,  who  thereupon  gave 
them  to  Ralph  Murdac,  the  nephew  (nepotns)  of  the  said  William,  by  his 
charter,  and  the  said  Ralph  was  in  seisin  all  the  time  of  King  Henry  and 
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King  Richard,  and  the  latter  disseised  him  after  the  siege  of  Nottingham 
Castle.  (Curia  Regis  Roll,  121,  Michaelmas,  20  Henry  III.) 

In  a  suit  in  the  Oxford  Assize  by  William  do  Dive  against  Ralph 
Hi  ireng  and  Alice  his  wife,  he  states  that  William  de  Cliesney  was  seized 
of  Deddington,  and  that  upon  liis  death  it  descended  to  his  sou  Roger ,  who 
dying  without  heirs,  it  descended  to  his  uncle  Hugh,  brother  of  William, 
and  from  him  to  Ralph  his  son,  and  from  Ralph  to  his  daughter  Lucy, 
the  mother  of  the  plaintiff.  He  further  stilted  in  his  replication  that 
Ralph  Murdac  only  had  ingress  by  Guy  de  Dive,  who  married  Lucy  de 
Dive  (nee  Cliesney),  ancestor  of  the  plaintiff  and  right  heir  of  William 
de  Cliesney,  because  she  was  descended  of  the  brother,  and  the  aforesaid 
Ralph  of  the  sister.  (Assize  Roll,  095,  m.  7,  25  Henry  III.) 

I  would  suggest  that  either  Beatrice  de  Cliesney,  who  undoubtedly 
Wiis  the  sister  of  William  de  Cliesney,  and  who  appears  to  be  the  daughter 
of  Roger  de  Cliesney  that  married  Ralph  JVleurdrae,  was  born  after  1109, 
and  was  the  mother  of  the  Judge,  or  else  that  she  married  not  his  father 
but  his  grandfather. 


Die  Guey  (Rotherfield,  Stanlae,  Derneford). 

The  early  history  of  this  family,  which  at  a  somewhat  later  date 
became  one  of  the  most  illustrious  in  England,  with  its  different  branches 
holding  various  mediawal  peerages,  is  involved  in  much  obscurity  and 
doubt,  but  1  think  that  the  following  data  will,  at  least,  supply  a  clear 
descent  for  Eva  de  Grey,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Meurdrac  the  Judge,  from 
the  original  Domesday  tenant,  Anschetil  de  Grey,  and  will  offer,  at  least, 
a  tentative  solution  for  the  ancestry  of  the  famous  Archbishop  Walter. 

In  the  “  Norfolk  Antiquarian  Miscellany,”  vol.  ii i .,  p.  1,  there  is  an 
article  on  the  Greys  of  Merton  in  Norfolk  and  Cavendish  in  Suffolk, 
which  includes  a  brief  discussion  of  the  Oxfordshire  Greys  and  the  well- 
known  pedigree  compiled  by  the  Somerset  Glover,  and  which  is  a 
wondrous  thing  even  in  that,  age  of  marvellous  pedigrees,  the  “spacious 
days  of  Queen  Elizabeth.”  The  most  valuable  thing  about  the  article,  so 
far  as  the  Oxfordshire  Greys  are  concerned,  is  the  admirable  note  upon 
their  pedigree  by  Mr.  Walter  Rye,  who  shews  that  the  immediate  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  Domesday  tenant  are  in  hopeless  confusion.  Since  this  article 
appeared  in  1887  the  Eynsham  Cartulary  has  been  published,  and  the 
information  contained  therein  and  in  the  Osney  Cartulary  forms  the 
basis  of  this  article. 

The  learned  researches  of  Monsieur  Lechaude  d’Anisy  have  given  us 
considerable  information  regarding  the  pre-Conquest  history  of  this 
illustrious  family,  and  lie  has  shewn  with  considerable  certainty  the 
descent  of  the  Domesday  Anschetil  from  the  lords  of  Grei  in  the  tenth 
century,  and  at  all  events  he  has  effectually  destroyed  the  absurd  deriva¬ 
tion  from  the  house  of  Croy  that  Glover  assigned  to  it. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  family  derived  its  name  from  Graye- 
sur-Mer  in  the  Canton  of  Ryes  in  tin*  arrondissement  of  Bayeux,  and 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest  they  occupied  a  position  of  some 
importance  among  the  families  of  tin?  Bassin.  There  appears  to  have 
been  an  Arnulph  sieur  de  Graye  as  early  as  970,  and  a  Nigel  de  Grai, 
who  witnessed  a  charter  about  1020  (Lo\ibineau,  “  Hist.  Brit.,”  ii.,  p.  171, 
(  7’.  The  Norman  People,  a  book  of  no  high  authority).  As  we  approach 
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the  period  of  the  Conquest  we  have  the  valuable  researches  of  Monsieur 
d’Anisy  to  rely  upon. 

r  11  1082  Gisla.,  daughter  of  Turstin,  gave  her  lands  in  Gray  and 
Doimeville  to  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Caen  for  her  soul,  with 
the  consent  of  King-  William  and  of  Turstin  (Fitz  Turgis),  her  nephew. 
(Gall.  Christ  XI.,  Inst.  71a.) 

In  1090  Turstin  Fitz  Turgis,  provost  (prctpositus)  of  Luc  near  Graye, 
granted  to  St.  Stephen  of  Caen  for  six  years  his  alodial  lands  in  Luc, 
10  acres  and  a  messuage  next  to  the  church,  on  condition  that  if  Turstin 
or  his  wife  return  after  six  years  they  shall  repay  to  the  monks  of  St. 
Stephen  the  four  marks  paid  by  them.  This  grant  was  evidently  made 
by  Turstin  Fitz  Turgis  preparatory  to  setting  out  with  Robert  of 
Normandy  upon  the  first  Crusade. 

In  Domesday  we  find  Hugo  Fitz  Turgis  holding  of  Earl  Roger  in 
Shropshire,  and  Robert  Fitz  Turstin  was  a  tenant  in  chief  in  Oxfordshire. 
These  entries  would  seem  to  give  us  this  pedigree  : — 


Turstin,  Lord  of  Graye  and  l)ouueville.=^= 


Gisla,  gave  lands  in  Graye  to 
Holy  Trinity,  Caen,  in  1082. 


Robert  Fitz  Turstin,  a  tenant  in  Oxford¬ 
shire  in  Domesday  holding  in  capite. 


Turgis 


Turstin  Fitz  Turgis,  gave  Sr.  Stephen, 
Caen,  land  in  Luc  1090.  (Ancestor 
of  the  Norman  family  of  de  Graye, 
extinct  in  the  13th  century.) 


lingo  Fitz  Turgis, 
held  in  Shropshire 
at  the  time  of  the 
Domesday  Survey 
1080. 


Aiibchetil  de  Gray, 
rhe  tenant  of  the 
fee  of  William 
Fitz  Os  he  in  in 
Oxon  in  lost;. 


This  brings  us  to  the  actual  tenant  of  the  Domesday,  Anschetil  de 
Grey,  who  must  have  come  from  Greye-sur-Mer  in  the  array  of  William 
Fitz  Osbern.  In  examining  tin*  Domesday  care  must  he  taken  not  to 
confuse  the  various  Anschetils  who  appear  there  among  the  tenants.* 
The  Anschetil  in  question  is  tin*  Anschetil  who  was  an  under-tenant  of 
tin*  fee  of  William  Fitz  Osbern.  llis  holdings  in  the  Domesday  are  as 
follows  : — 


In  Oxfordshire  Anschetil  held  of  the  Count,  Kedrefeld  (Rother- 
tiehl),  containing  five  hides.  In  Burton  he  held  two  hides,  in  Rade- 
ford  three  hides,  and  in  Nevtone  four  hides.  lie  also  held  Widelie 
where  there  were  two  hides;  in  Bristelmestone  lie  held  six  hides, 
and  iu  Cornewell  two  hides. 

These  are  all  the  holdings  that  1  can  assign  with  certainl  y  to  Anscheiil 
de  Grey,  although  he  may  be  identical  with  some  of  the  other  Anscln  tils 
of  the  Survey,  and  it  is  by  tracing  the  subsequent  reappearance  of  Rotlier- 
tiehl,  Widlie,  ami  Cornewell  that  we  are  able  to  glean  something  about 
his  immediate  descendants. 


*  1  ti  in v  art iole  upon  the  de  Gre\ s  in  Lite  Now  10 1 1 x  1  a 1 1 < i  lli.'toric  •  uealo^ical  Kcgi'acr  for 
October  1922,  1  contused  Anschetil  de  Ole)  and  Anschil  liie  tenant  ol  Abingdon  Abbe) 
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His  successor  in  title,  ami  presumably  his  son,  was  .Richard  do  G ivy, 
who  appears  in  the  confirmation  charter  of  Henry  1.  to  Eynsham,  daied 
25  December,  10  Henry  1.  (1100),  where  the  following  sentence  occurs 

“Rieardus  de  Grain  misit  iiiium  lilium  suum  in  eodem  monasterio 
et  cum  eo  decimam  de  Drerneford  et  de  Wideli  et  de  Corueuuella. 
Omnium  scilicet  illorumque  ad  easdem  Villas  pertinent,  tarn  dc 
annona  quam  de  lana  et  caseis  et  de  ceteris  pecuniis.” 

An  Anschetil  de  Grey  and  his  brother  William  witnessed  a  charter  of 
Robert  d’Oilly  IT.  to  Eynsham,  made  between  1100  and  1 142  (circa).  'This 
same  Anschetil  gave  to  Eynsham  a  meadow  in  Stanlak  called  I/angehurst , 
and  one  called  Wdefordhurst,  with  the  consent  of  John  his  son  and  heir. 
This  charter  was  witnessed  by  Manassrr  Arsic,  Hugo  de  Ohesney,  Nigel 
the  deacon,  William  the  clerk,  and  Aubrey  Arsic.  The  charter  was  there¬ 
fore  made  prior  to  the  death  of  Hugh  de  Ohesney,  who  was  apparently 
dead  in  1100,  and  there  is  another  charter  witnessed  by  William  tin* 
clerk  about  1100,  consequently  Mr.  Salter  places  this  charter  as  about 
1150 — 1  100.  John  de  Grey,  who  appears  in  the  Pipe  Roll  for  Oxford¬ 
shire,  22  Henry  II.  (1  1 75-1 1 70),  continued  this  gift  and  added  the 
meadow  of  Chattuchesham  sometime  before  1102,  when  Ralph  Murdac 
gave  Eynsham  his  rights  in  Clifton  Mill  and  his  mill  at  Broughton,  with 
the  proviso  that  if  he  and  his  heirs  could  not  warrant  it,  and  if  he  laid 
issue  by  his  wife  Eva,  then  they  should  have  lands  from  his  manors  of 
Rotherfield  and  Stanlac  (Eynsham  Cartulary,  No.  00). 

Ralph  Murdac  died  between  1101  and  110S  (('/'.  Eynsham  Cartulary, 
vol.  i . ,  p.  420),  as  in  the  Pipe  Roll,  0  Rich.  1  (1107-1198)  for  Oxford¬ 
shire,  we  find  in  the  Pleas  of  Hugh  Bardulf  that  Ralph  Murdac  owed 
£50  7s.  8 il.  for  his  tine  and  for  having  the  King’s  love,  while  in  the 
Escheats  Andrew  de  Bello  Campo  owed  L<>  10s.  94.  of  the  farm  of 
“  Brocton  ”  belonging  to  Ralph  Murdac,  and  William  de  St.  Mere  Eglise 
rendered  an  account  of  .  .  .  0  shillings  of  tile  farm  of  **  Brocton  ’’  of 
Ralph  Murdac  for  the  same  term  (/.<*.,  the  past  year),  and  of  K)  shillings 
of  the  farm  of  Stanlac  of  the  same  Ralph  for  the  same  term.  Eva 
remarried,  shortly  after  Ralph’s  death,  Andrew  de  Beauchamp  ((’/.  Rot. 
Chart.,  p.  49a). 

In  the  Imp  Post  Mortem  of  Eva  de  Grey,  taken  about  1242  (Cal.  Imp 
Post  Mortem,  Henry  1 1 P,  No.  842),  she  was  found  to  have  lull  two 
carucates  in  Stanlac  and  £17  17s.  44.  icnts  and  customs;  in  Dorn  ford 
she  held  three  carucates  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  and  12s.  84.  rents 
and  customs  held  of  the  fee  of  Baldwin,  Earl  of  Devon.  Her  heirs  were 
her  daughters  Beatrice  Meurdrac,  widow  of  Robert  Mauduit,  A  lice,  wife 
of  Ralph  Hareng,  Joan,  wife  of  Rrnald  de  Bosco,  and  her  gramUon 
Jolland,  son  of  Jolland  de  Nevill  bv  his  wife  Maud. 

The  combination  of  the  Domesday  record  with  the  Eynsham  Cartulary 
thus  enables  us  to  shew  her  descent  from  Anschetil,  the  l)omesda\ 
tenant.  Anschetil  held  Rotherliehl,  Widelie  and  Cornevvell  at  the  Survey. 
The  confirmation  charter  of  Henry  1.  to  Eynsham  in  1109  shews  that 
Widelie  and  Cornewell  had  passed  to  Richard,  and  that  he  also  In  hi 
Dorneford.  Anschetil  was  holding  Stanlac  in  1140 — 11  12  and  i(  pas>ed 
to  his  son  John,  whose  daughter  Eva  married  Ralph  Murdrae,  who  held 
in  her  right  Stanlac  and  Rotherfield  in  I  192,  an  l  at  Eva’s  death  sin*  \\a^ 
holding  three  carucates  in  Dorneford,  which  must  have  come  to  her  from 
her  ancestor  Richard.  How  Dorneford  was  acquired  by  Richard  1  have 
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not  as  yet  been  able  to  discover,  but  it  may  be  noted  that  in  Glover’s 
pedigree  be  states  that  Anschetil  11.  married  Eva,  daughter  of  Baldwin 
de  Reviers,  Karl  of  Devon,  and  while  no  such  a  daughter  lias  as  yet  been 
discovered  (Cf.  “Complete  Peerage,”  ed.  Gibbs,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  311-12), 
it  may  be  noted  that  Eva  de  Grey  held  Dorneford  of  the  Reviers 
family. 

When  we  turn  to  the  other  members  of  the  family  their  relationship 
to  the  original  Anschetil  and  to  each  other  is  far  more  uncertain. 
Anschetil  1 1.  had  clearly  a  brother  William  (Cf.  Eynsliain  Charter,  No.  fifi), 
and  we  find  that  Stephen  de  Ponsold  and  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Thomas  de  Grey,  gave  Kynsham  the  Church  at  Cornewell  (Eynsliain 
Charter,  No.  lid),  and  this  charter  may  be  dated  1151  — 1173.  In  the 
autumn  of  1201  the  Abbot  of  Kynsham  (juitclaimed  this  church  to  Alice 
de  Grey  (Abb.  Plac.,  p.  32).  Now  llawysia  de  Grey,  with  the  consent  of 
her  son  Robert,  granted  Cornewell  Church  to  Osney  Abbey  for  the  soul 
of  her  brother  John  de  Grey,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  and  it  was  witnessed  by 
her  son  Walter  de  Grey,  .Bishop  of  Worcester.  As  John,  Bishop  of 
Norwich,  died  in  1211,  and  as  Walter  was  made  Bishop  of  Worcester  on 
20  Jan.  121  1-15  and  was  raised  to  the  Archbishopric  of  York  on  18  June 
1215,  this  charter  would  appear  to  have  been  made  between  18  Jan. 
121  1-15  and  18  June  1215. 

In  the  Osney  Cartulary  there  is  also  a  confirmation  charter  of  Robert 
d'Oilly  III.,  son  of  Henry  d’Oilly  1.,  that  is  witnessed  by  William  de 
Chesney  and  William,  brother  of  Anschetil.  As  Henry  d’Oilly  died  in 
the  autumn  of  1103  this  confirmation  would  appear  to  he  after  this  date, 
and  as  William  de  Chesney  was  dead  by  1170  we  may  fix  this  charter  as 
between  1 103  and  1 170. 

In  the  Liber  Niger  a  Robert  de  Grey  was  holding  Rotheriield  in  11  (hi. 

As  a  result  of  this  evidence  I  would  olfer  the  following  tentative 
explanation  of  the  family  relationship:  Richard  de  Grey  clearly  held 
Cornewell  prior  to  25  Dec.  1  100.  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  In- 
had  a  son  Thomas,  who  received  Cornewell,  and  that  from  him  it  passed 
to  his  daughter  Alice  as  a  marriage  settlement  w  hen  sin*  espoused  Stephen 
de  Ponsold,  and  that  bln-  is  the  Alice  de  Grey  who  received  the  church  at 
Cornewell  back  again  in  1201.  This  Alice  apparently  had  no  children 

and  Cornewell  returned  to  a  brother  -  de  Grey,  who  married  a  wifi* 

named  Ilarwise,  by  whom  he  had,  among  others,  hyo^sons — Robert,  and 
Walter,  the  Archbishop  of  York.  ^ 

It  seems  proper  briolly  to  mention  at 
of  Stanlae  after  it  passed  to  Alice  Meurdrae,  the  wife  of  Alan  de  Borland 
and  Ralph  Uareng.  Like  her  lauds  in  Deddington  it  descended  to  Osbort 
Gilfard  tier  grandson,  the  s«>n  of  Osbort  Giil'ard  and  her  daughter  Isabel 
de  Bocland,  and  it  appears  among  his  manors  that  figured  in  the  lawsuits 
regarding  Lis  propeity  about  121)0  (Cf.  “  ( Vmipleio  Peerage,”  ed.  Gibbs, 
vol.  v.,  pp.  801-805),  and  a  De  Banco  suit  <J  Michaelmas,  12  and  13 
Edward  L,  recites  the  descent  of  the  Stanlae  advowson  from  Eva  de  Grey 
to  her  various  heirs,  including  Osbort  Gilfard  (De  Banco,  No.  5*>, 
111.  70d). 

In  the  27  Edward  111.  Stanlae  was  held  by  an  Edmund  Gillard,  who 
appears  to  have  been  pr«  bably  a  »  adi  t  of  tin*  Twyford  family  ( De  Banco. 
871,  Trin.  27  Edward  III.,  m.  202d),  as  lie  also  hold  land  in  A?Jwoll, 
Northants  (Cf.  “William  Salt  Sot*.,”  vol.  x i i .,  p.  153,  and  vol.  \ i i i . , 
p.  175). 
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Basset  (Thenford,  Purston,  and  Nether  Horton). 

The  most  obscure  point,  and  at  the  same  time  one  ot*  the  most  inte¬ 
resting,  in  the  ancestry  of  Isabel  de  Bocland  is  her  possible  descent  from 
the  Bassets.  On  25  April  1200  King  John  granted  to  Andrew  de  Beau¬ 
champ  and  Eva  de  Grey  his  wife  **  all  that  ought  to  descend  to  her  by 
inheritance  from  Robert  Basset  and  his  heirs  in  Tenford  and  Purston,  to 
be  held  by  the  same  service  as  Robert  Basset  held  it  in  his  time.”  (Rot. 
Chart.,  p.  49a.)  The  Imp  Post  Mortem  of  Osbert  Gitfard  and  Alice 
Murdac,  writ  24  July  31  Henry  ILL.  (1210),  shews  Alice  as  holding  j 
of  h  of  Teynford  vill  and  41  shillings  rent  in  Nether  Orton  of  the 
wardship  of  Osbert  Gitfard.  (Cal.  Imp  Host  Mortem,  Henry  111.,  No. 
112.)  It  is  also  evident  that  Ralph  Meurdac  the  Judge  had  been  seized 
of  these  manors  jure  uxor-is,  because  in  1200  Andrew  de  Hello  Campo,  who 
had  married  his  widow  Eva,  paid  50  marks  to  have  seisin  of  Thenford,  of 
which  Ralph  Meurdac  had  been  disseised  with  other  manors  for  adhering 
to  the  King  when  he  was  Count  of  Mortain.  (Cal.  Rot.  Oblatis.) 

In  the  25  Henry  III.  (1241-42)  Robert  Kitz  Ralph  sued  Gilbert 
Basset  for  four  virgates  in  Nether  Horton,  claiming  an  escheat,  because 
Henry  son  of  John  was  a  bastard  and  died  without  heirs,  and  had  held  of 
Viviano  de  By,  brother  of  Robert,  who  is  his  heir.  Gilbert,  in  reply, 
stated  that  lie  did  not  claim  the  lands  except  through  John,  son  of  Henry 
de  Overton,  who  was  in  ward.  (Oxon  Assize  Roll,  095,  25  Henry  111.) 

In  the  same  Assize  a  plea  was  joined  to  determine  whether  Osbert, 
father  of  Osbert  Gitfard,  was  seized  in  demesne  of  three  virgates  in 
Horton  when  he  died.  This  land  Gilbert  Basset  holds,  who  came  and 
by  licence  restored  it.  It  was  ordered  that  Osbert  have  his  seisin  (Assize 
Roll,  095,  m.  1  I,  held  15  days  before  Easter,  25  Henry  III.). 

In  the  27  Henry  111.  Osbert  Gitfard,  son  of  Osbert,  a  minor  under 
age,  sued  John  de  Overton  for  three  virgates  in  Horton  upon  which  John 
had  entered,  which  lands  Osbert  had  recovered  in  the  King's  Court,  lately 
held  at  Oxford,  from  Gilbert  Basset  by  an  assize  of  mort  d’ancestor. 
John  appeared  with  his  pledges,  William  de  Horton  and  Nicholas  Filz 
Robert,  and  the  case  was  adjourned.  John  pleaded  that  he  acknowledged 
the  land  belonged  to  Osbert  Gitfard  as  his  patrimony,  and  an  order  was 
issued  to  give  Osbert  seisin.  (Curia  Regis  Roll,  125,  ms.  12  and  15.) 

In  the  31  Henry  III.  Alice  Murdac,  shortly  before  her  death,  then 
called  the  wife  of  Ralph  llareng,  together  with  her  sister  Beatrice, 
released  a  moiety  of  Thenford,  part  of  the  inheritance  of  their  mother 
Eva  de  Grey,  to  Joan,  wife  of  Jollund  de  Nevill,  another  ot  Eva’s 
daughters,  and  her  son  Jollaml  (Nort  hunts  Fines,  31  Henry  III.;  Baker’s 
“  Northaiits,”  vol.  i.,  p.  7lj>.  In  her  Imp  Post  Mortem  Alice  Murdac  is 
represented  as  holding  one  quarter  of  half  of  the  vill  of  Thenford  and  l  ls. 
rents  in  Nether  Horton.  The  Hundred  Roll  of  Edward  1.  records  tlm  claim 
of  Osbert  Gitfard  to  a  right  of  gallows  in  Thenford.  Moreover,  we  lind 
a  charter  whereby  Osbert  Gitfard,  die valer,  remised  and  quitclaimed  to 
Sir  Ralph  de  Lymesey,  cliev.,  of  lOO.s.  annual  quit  rent  on  the  lands  he 
held  in  Thenford  and  Purston,  and  which  had  been  conveyed  to  him  by 
Osbert  by  a  deed  of  feoffment,  for  which  he  paid  Osbert  110.  (Ancient 
Deeds,  B  10,121.) 

These  items  shew  the  descent  of  these  lands  from  Eva  de  Grey  down 
to  her  great-grandson  Osbert  Gitfard,  who,  sometime  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  sold  Thenford  to  Sir  Ralph  de  Ky mosey. 
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Turning1  now  to  t lie  Testa  de  Nevill,  we  tind  there  several  important 
entries.  These  entries  shew  that  Eva  de  Grey  held  halt  a  knight’s  fee 
in  Thenford  under  the  Carta  of  William  Fitz  Brian,  and  she  is  also  stated 
to  have  held  half  a  knight’s  fee  in  Thenford  under  the  Carta  of  William 
Fitz  llamon.  Again,  she  is  stated  to  hold  half  a.  knight's  fee  there 
among  the  “  Fees  of  the  Honor  of  Wallingford,  which  are  in  the  King’s 
hand.”  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  Thenford  was  divided  into  two 
half  fees,  that  Eva  held  one  of  these  of  the  Crown,  and  that  in  the  oth  r 
she  was  mesne  tenant  of  William  Fitz  llamon. 

In  the  Testa  there  is  a  brief  account  of  the  history  of  the  Honor  of 

Wallingford,  and  under  this  head  we  have  the  following: — 

* 

I 

“  The  aforesaid  King  Henry  seized  into  his  hands  in  the  manor 
of  Thenford  those  lands  of  the  Honor  which  Hubert  Basset  had 
held  on  account  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  sons  of  the  said  Robert,  and 
afterwards  he  gave  them,  together  with  1  he  manor  of  Esten,  to  Alan 
Fitz  llomfray  in  exchange  for  the  manor  of  Maumersche,  which 
his  father  llomfray  Fitz  Robald  had  had  by  the  gift  of  the  said 
King  Henry,  and  the  King  afterwards  gave- it  back  to  Walter  de 
Hole  bed.”  (Testa  de  Ncviil,  p.  115.) 


The  King  Henry  referred  to  is  of  course  Henry  II.,  and  the  entry  was 
made  in  Richard  or  John’s  reign. 

The  Northampton  Feodary  (Henry  1.  —  Henry  II.)  gives  Mainfenn  tie 
Walrenton  as  holding  one  hide  in  Teynford,  and  further  states  that 
Robert  Basset  holds  one  hide  there  of  the  fee  ol  Wallingford.  The  same 
survey  gives  Robert  Basset  as  holding  a  small  virgate  of  the  fee  of 
William  de  Aubeuy  in  Rushton. 

Robert  Basset  witnessed  a  charter  of  William  de  DruuaFs  to  Eynsham 
Abbey  of  lands  in  Goriugs  shortly  prior  to  1153-5  L  (Fyus.  Cart., 
No.  127.) 

These  are  the  only  references  that  1  have  been  able  to  lind  concerning 
Robert.  He  does  not  appear  in  the  Ripe  Rolls,  nor  have  I  as  yet  dis¬ 
covered  any  of  his  charters.  He  may  be  identical  with  the  Robert  Basset 
whose  soil  Reginald’s  land  in  Corby  is  mentioned  in  a  confirmation  made 
in  1208  (10  John)  to  Robert  Braybroc  (Cal.  Rot.  Chart.),  and  Lipscomb  in 
his  “Bucks”  states  that  he  married  Beatrice  de  Harcourt. 

This  Reginald  Basset  above  referred  to  appears  in  the  Pipe  Rolls  of 
Richard  I.  and  John,  and  an  entry  in  the  Charter  Rolls  in  1208  mentions 
his  brother  Thomas.  As  Reginald  was  a  landowner  in  Leicestershire  and 
Warwickshire  it  seems  probable  that  In*  was  a  descendant  of  Richard 
Basset  who  married  the  daughter  of  Geoilrey  Ridel,  and  it  appears  that 
there  may  have  been  two  Reginald  Bassets  living  at  the  close  of  Henry  1  l.’s 
reign.  (Cf.  Pipe  Roll,  32  Henry  II.,  Northants.) 

Two  questions  present  themselves  to  us:  first,  what  was  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Eva  de  Grey  and  Robert  Basset?  and  second,  where  do-  s 
Robert  belong  in  the  Basset  family? 

Robert  Basset  was  evidently  ol  age  about  1  151,  and  his  Northampton¬ 
shire  lands  were  forfeited  to  King  Henry  II.  by  his  sons.  the  on  I  \ 
possible  way  therefore  for  Eva  do  Grey,  who  must  have  been  horn  about 
1 105 — 1180,  to  be  descended  from  him  would  he  through  her  mother,  and 
we  may,  I  think,  hazard  the  guess  that  John  de  Grey  of  Stanlac  married 
the  daughter  of  Robert  Basset  of  Thenford. 
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20  THE  ANCESTRY  OF  ISABEL  DE  BOCLAND. 

In  the  Pipe  Poll,  7  Rich.  I.  (Midi.  1195 — Mich.  119(5),  Alan  son  of 
Rolland  owed  20  marks  for  having  seisin  of  six  librates  of  land  in  Then- 
ford,  whereof  Ralph  Murdac  recovered  seisin  against  Alan  because  Alan 
had  not  the  King  to  warrant  in  the  Court  of  Earl  John  at  the  term 
prefixed,  to  wit,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  and  the  King  was  then  on 
his  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem. 

It  is,  I  think,  quite  probable  that  Robert  Basset  of  Thenford  was  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  Eva  de  Grey,  but  the  question  of  his  parentage 
offers  still  greater  difficulties.  After  careful  consideration  I  am  unwilling 
to  venture  an  opinion,  and  will  close  this  -article  by  the  statement  that 
the  parentage  of  Robert  Basset  is  at  present  unknown.* 


*  This  {joint  will  probably  be  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Farrer  in  his  “  Honors  and  Knights’  Fees  ” 
under  t lie  Honor  of  Wallingford.  And  l  must  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  him  for  lii.s 
valuable  suggestions  with  reference  to  this  article. 
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